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Tracking tenure

Get to know the five graduating seniors
on the women’s basketball team, currently
ranked fifth in the country.
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The five seniors of no. 5

Amy Windhorst investigates
Xavier’s tenure policies as tenured
positions trend down nationally.
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Contrera ticket wins SGA election
Winning ticket
fined for violations
that were not
reported to students
By Kathryn Rosenbaum
Editor-in-Chief
President-elect junior Kevin
Contrera,
Legislative
VicePresident-elect junior Cristin
Giacci and Administrative VicePresident-elect junior Blair Kmetz
defeated two other tickets to
win the Student Government
Association’s Executive Elections
last week. They were the only
ticket with Board of Elections
violations.
They are now beginning the
transition to their roles and will be
sworn in on Monday, March 29.

Photo courtesy the Contrera-Giacci-Kmetz campaign

From left to right: Cristin Giacci, Blair Kmetz and Kevin Contrera.

Contrera, Giacci and Kmetz
received 638 votes. Junior Neil
Heckman, sophomore Taryn
Buckley and sophomore Vernon
Thomas received 417 votes while
juniors Emily Doughterty, Katie
Heinert and Abudllah Alkoblan

finished third with 244 votes.
Contrera’s ticket received a
warning and official violation. The
other tickets did not receive an official violation. The first offense is
a warning, while the the second is
a monetary fine of 5 to 30 percent

of the budget, at the Board of licize the violations after the elecElections discretion. The third vi- tion results were finalized, but he
olation results in disqualification.
did after meeting with the board.
Contrera’s
violaAll tickets are intions were for posting
formed
of the violaVote totals:
a campaign video ontions. Verst said stuContrera-Giacciline before campaigndents could talk to the
Kmetz:
ing began and for
tickets asking them
638 votes
holding a campaign
about their violations.
event in Gallagher
It is not currently
HeckmanStudent Center after
written
into the Board
Buckley-Thomas:
the campaigning hours
of Elections’ code
417 votes
of 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
that violations need
This information
to be disclosed during
Doughertywas not released during
Heinert-Alkoblan:
elections, but Verst
244 votes
the election because
said the Board may
BOE member sophoconsider it.
more Nate Fischer
Contrera said that
could not discuss violations last violations, but not warnings,
week because nothing was final should be released to students, in
and the Board of Elections did order to promote transparency.
not want to mention violations
Dougherty also thought viothat were not final, Board of lations should be available to
Elections Chair junior Chris Verst students.
said. Verst did not originally pubContinued on page 2

Business school tuition Xavier anticipating another
to increase for ‘14 class large incoming freshman class
By Andrew Chestnut
Managing Editor

The university Budget Review
Committee passed a proposal on
Thursday that will raise the tuition for students of the Williams
College of Business by $500 each
semester.
Academic Vice President and
Provost Dr. Roger Fortin originally proposed this tuition differential on Dec. 8, 2009, saying
that the tuition increase would be
a reflection of the higher cost of
educating students of the business school.
“The Williams College of
Business sees higher faculty administrative costs because business professors often require
higher salaries, which is a result of
the high market demand for their
skills,” Fortin said.
The tuition differential will not
affect anyone currently at Xavier
and will apply beginning with the
class of 2014, which will enter next
fall, said senior James McShane,
one of two students on the university budget review committee.
The committee also considered another proposal to raise the
Business Profession Program fee
from $250 to $500 per semester,
but voted it down, McShane said.
Numerous universities have
differential tuition for their various majors, said Dean of the
Williams College of Business
Dr. Ali Malekzadeh, adding that
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Xavier has had different tuition
for its graduate programs for
many years.
“It is realistic to charge the
students more for programs that
are more expensive,” Malekzadeh
said.
“The extra tuition raised will go
towards the general budget of the
University, and then it is allocated
to each of the divisions, based on
its needs,” he said.
This means the increased tuition revenue will not be directly
used for funding programs in the
business school, such as the trading room scheduled to be open
next year.
“Once the budget is approved
by the President and the Board of
Trustees, we will have the details
on how much of the trading room
is funded from the general budget,
and how much has to be funded
from other sources,” he said.
“I am confident that we will
have an outstanding trading room
for our students come next academic year,” he said.
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by Sarah Wieten
Campus News Editor
As the May 1 enrollment deadline moves closer, predictions regarding next year’s freshman class
size are still somewhat up in the
air, resulting in an unsure outlook
for on-campus services.
This class past year’s freshman class is the largest in history
with 1,174 members. The largest
class before the class of 2013 was
in 1946, which had a freshman
class of over 900. Next year’s
class is expected to rival last year’s
numbers.
“We are going to grow with discipline. The university can make a
case for growth but never at the
expense of quality education,”
Academic Vice President and
Provost Dr. Roger Fortin said.
Although the number of applications received has increased
dramatically from around 3,500 to
over 9,000 over the last few years,
the university chose to keep class
sizes at about 900 students.
The Office of Admission has
two admission goals, a goal the
budget is based on and a “stretch”
goal. The University planned its
budget on a freshman class goal
of 960 students enrolled next year
as its goal. Aaron Meis, Dean of
Undergraduate Admission, said.
The “stretch” goal, based on
the 1174 students the University
t
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Newswire photo by Danielle Meiners

The exceptionally large class of ‘13 likely will be joined by another large
incoming class.

handled last year, is 1150 enrolled
freshman in the class of 2014.
“The university was well advised to budget for a lower number because we dont know how
this will pan out. If we budget for
960 we will be safe. If we budget
for 1150 and don’t make we will
have to make budget cuts accordingly,” Fortin said.
Right now the university has
recieved over 8,500 applications.
As of Tuesday afternoon, 237 students have commited to come to
Xavier next year.
Currently the University has
received 30 percent more applications and 20 percent more deposits than last year. However, it
u
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is known how this number will
change as the May 1 deadline
approaches.
This kind of plan for continued gradual growth has had a significant impact on the decisions
of the university as far as on-campus services, especially housing.
“ The main reason the Board of
Trustees approved moving ahead
with the new residence hall is that
juniors and eniors would like to
live on campus,” Fortin said.

For more information about
changes in housing policy
next year due to increased
enrollment, turn to

NEWS, pg 3
e

l

u

m

News
2
Contrera ticket wins SGA Spring SAC concert
falls through again
Executive Election
February 24, 2010

Continued from page 1
“This is a student election for
student representatives, and students should be able to see any
infractions any ticket may have.
This is the first test to see how all
of the candidates will represent
themselves and the student body.
“In the end, we are all accountable to the student body. It is
hard for students to make an informed decision without knowing
all of the information that goes
on during the election process,”
Dougherty said.
Voter turnout increased from
last year. 1,356 people voted in
this year’s election, compared with
1,160 last year.
The increase can be contributed to three tickets running, as
well as more students at Xavier,
Verst said.
Dougherty and Contrera, as
well as Verst and current SGA
president senior Kiki Richardson,

Xavier Newswire

believed the shortened election
time was successful. Campaigning
and voting were in one week, as
opposed to previous years where
campaigning occurred the week
preceding the election.
“In the past, candidates would
wear themselves down too much
trying to campaign every day for
over a week, and it was annoying
to the student body after the first
couple of days,” Richardson said.
Now that election results are
finalized, Contrera, Giacci and
Kmetz are beginning the transition into their new roles. Contrera
met with the parking committee
Friday, Feb. 19 to present a plan
to open up faculty parking to students in the evening.
The Executive-elects are working to divide the platform to determine who will work on what
projects.
Contrera’s goal is to begin every platform intiative this summer, and hopes to complete some

of these initiatives by the beginning of the fall semester.
Contrera has also met with
Richardson and will continue to
until he takes office.
She has offered advice and has
gone over his responsibilities, as
well as his platform.
Richardson is in charge of
the SGA budget for 2010-11
and has invited Contrera to these
discussions.
Contrera’s ticket created a
working budget during their election, based on discussions with
SGA members.
He said the budget committee
has been receptive to his proposals for increasing funding to clubs,
including Club Sports.
Dougherty is still involved with
SGA as SAC Chair and plans to
serve in this position until at least
April 28, when a new board takes
office. “My goal is to keep them
motivated to plan the best events
possible,” Dougherty said.

-Paid Advertisement-

XAVIER STUDENTS

E MAIL
STORAGE?
want
more

Enroll in Microsoft Outlook Live

Feb. 15–April 17

By Jake Heath
Staff Writer

Due to money and time constraints, Student Activities Council
does not have a major spring concert booked.
“Nobody would be more disappointed than us,” junior Emily
Dougherty, SAC chair, said.
One major issue was the steep
price of artist fees compared with
SAC’s concert budget.
“Our budget right now for
the concert committee is under
$50,000 for the whole year.
“To put this number in perspective, Taylor Swift’s artist fee
alone is $250,000 plus,” she said.
With artist fees and other costs,
including lights, fees to Cintas
Center and promotions, the
$50,000 budget can be restricting.
Dougherty also mentioned the
challenges in the negotiating process of settling with a band this
semester.
The research, bidding and fi-

Another virus
strikes campus
computers
Xavier’s network security
systems identified a new computer virus that appeared in the
student computer labs Tuesday
afternoon.
This is a newer modification
of the virus that attacked the networks earlier in the semester.
The McAfee antivirus software has not yet countered the the

nance calculations that come with
booking a band take extensive
amounts of time.
“The frustrating thing is that
putting on a concert is a very
lengthy process,” Dougherty said.
Three shows were pursued
this semester and two offers were
placed, she said.
However, both of these offers
were turned down.
“Due to the fact that both offers were turned down, this has
placed us in an unavoidable time
constraint,” she said.
Looking ahead, SAC still hopes
to substitute this situation with a
show of some kind.
Discussions are still circling,
however, and nothing has been
finalized.
The event will be beneficial to
students, Dougherty said.
SAC did not host a fall concert and co-hosted the Jack’s
Mannequin concert in spring
2009.

new virus, however Information
Resources has taken actions in anticipation of this possibility.
Computers should be left
powered on and logged off and
warned that there could be brief
inconveniences Wednesday morning, including slowness and temporary disconnection after users
logon to their computers, according to a portal announcement.
As of Tuesday night, no information was available regarding the
number of computers infected, or
when the network was expected
to be functional again.

-Paid Advertisement-

Ecology and Sustainability:

food & agriculture
David Montgomery

DIRT:

THE EROSION OF

CIVILIZATIONS

David Montgomery is a 2008 MacArthur Fellow and a geologist at
the University of Washington. He is described by the MacArthur
Foundation as someone who is “making fundamental contributions to
our understanding of the geophysical forces that determine landscape
evolution and of how our use of soils and rivers has shaped civilizations
past and present.” He is speaking about his second book, Dirt: The
Erosion of Civilizations, which explores the crucial role of soil fertility
in the course of ancient and contemporary societies.

SUNDAY, MARCH 14, 7:00 p.m.
SCHIFF FAMILY CONFERENCE CENTER
$*/5"4$&/5&3 9"7*&36/*7&34*5:
ETHICS/RELIGION AND SOCIETY LECTURE SERIES

www.xavier.edu/live

$0410/403&%#:5)&6/*7&34*5:0'$*/$*//"5*µ413&4*%&/5µ4
"%7*403:$06/$*-0/&/7*30/.&/5"/%4645"*/"#*-*5:

FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

For more information, go to
www.xavier.edu/ers.
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Commons, Village apartments to
be open for sophomore housing

Returning student housing registration to take place online
By Meghan Berneking
News Editor
As deposits keep rolling in,
securing spots for incoming first
year students for the fall 2010 semester, Residence Life has developed a plan to guarantee housing
for these students as well as returning sophomores.
As part of the effort to accommodate as many students on campus as possible, the Commons
and four-bedroom apartments in
the Village will be available as expanded occupancy units to sophomores for the first time.
The random housing process
will also take place online this
year, as opposed to a lottery-number system in Kelley Auditorium.
Res Life reported to the Office
of Admission that it could accommodate 1,080 first-year students
while still maintaining building
codes.
The Office of Admission then
set its goal of 960 to 1,150 deposits, in part based on this number,
representing about 90 percent of
freshmen who typically opt to live
on campus.
If the number of deposits
coming in leads the Office of
Admission to believe that the
demand for housing may exceed
this limit, university administration will need to brainstorm how
or whether to accommodate these
students.
“The difference is that this
year, there’s nowhere else to expand [without breaking building
code],” Lori Lambert, director of
Res Life, said.
As of Tuesday afternoon, 237
freshman spots had been secured
with a deposit, which is about
20 percent ahead of this time
last year, said Aaron Meis, dean

Newswire photo by Danielle Meiners

Next year’s large incoming freshman class will face expanded occupancy in residence halls. Sophomores will also have
opportunities to live in expanded occupancy for a lower housing rate.

of the Office of Undergraduate were approved through Res Life.
Admission.
The office considers all residence
These future stuhalls, including
dents, as well as other “If a current
the Village and
prospective students freshman is
the Commons
and their parents, have not pleased
apar tments,
been informed of the
as on campus
changing housing situ- with expanded
housing.
ation and have reacted occupancy this
Next year’s
patiently,
Lambert year, [he or she]
sophomores
said.
will also have
Incoming fresh- will have the
the
option
men will reside in the opportunity to
to live in the
same expanded occu- sign up for regular Commons or
pancy conditions as
four-bedroom
this year’s freshmen in occupancy.”
Village apart–Lori Lambert, ments—spaces
Brockman, Husman
Director of
and Kuhlman Halls.
reResidence Life typically
Next year’s sophoserved
for
mores, though guarupperclassmen.
anteed on-campus housing, were
However, these spaces will
also given the option of applying be “expanded occupancy” units,
to move off-campus; 130 students meaning that four-bedroom units

in the Commons will house six
students and four-bedroom units
in the Village will house five
students.
Those students sharing bedrooms in these units will pay an
adjusted lower rate.
All other spaces that have
been used for sophomores in the
past will continue to be regular
occupancy.
“If a current freshman is not
pleased with expanded occupancy this year, [he or she] will
have the opportunity to sign up
for regular occupancy, just not in
the Commons or the Village fourbedroom apartments,” Lambert
said.
These new policies should allow for approximately 120 spaces
for juniors and seniors, excluding
those spaces set aside for students

Classifieds
APARTMENTS FOR RENT
Fantastic apts available
May or August. Adorable air
conditioned studios. Bright and
cheery with many great features.$370. includes heat and
water. BEST DEAL! Across from
Xavier. cincivegan@juno.com for
photos

Flat Screen TV with house. Also
has a free washer and dryer in
the basement. Rent is $400
a month a person. Call (513)
731-2800 for more information
or to schedule a showing. You
can also check out our website:
www.flycomgt.com for more
information as well.

1517 Dana Ave.
A wonderful house across
from campus available for the
2010-2011 school year. The
house is newly renovated with
new kitchen and baths. The
house includes 3 bedrooms and
2 full bathrooms. Has a great
backyard with a private deck.
House includes a sun room,
garage, nice front porch, and a

1750 & 1760 Cleneay Ave.
Wonderful 2 bedroom apartments available for the 20102011 school year. One of the
closest off campus housing
properties around. Able to walk
to class from your apartment
in minutes. Apartments come
with a living room, dining room,
kitchen, 1 full bathroom and 2
spacious bedrooms. Very safe

location and one of the best
student housing around Xavier.
Also includes off street parking
and has secured entry. Laundry
facilities on site. Rent is $400
a month a person. Call (513)
731-2800 for more information
or to schedule a showing. You
can also check out our website:
www.flycomgt.com for more
information as well.
Available for 2010 school
year. Housing also available immediately. 5 houses two blocks
from campus. 2, 3, and 4 full
size bedrooms. Large houses,
walk to campus, other student
housing immediately next store.
Laundry, fully equipped kitchens,
plenty of parking, clean and well

equiped.
513-616-3798 or email doug.
spitz@cbws.com for information.
3901 Reading Rd : FREE
UTILITIES! Newly renovated!
Large 3 bedroom 1/2 bath apt.
This apartment is part of a grand
mansion only ¼ mile from XU!
Great kitchen and large private
bedrooms, newer appliances,
A/C, carpet, laundry room, cable
ready, plenty of parking. Will not
last! $375/person
Contact:
Seth
513-3839435(Available August!)
FREE UTILITIES! Amazing 5
bedroom, 2 bath apartment!
Only ¼ mile from XU. This extremely large apartment is the

guaranteed housing due to medical exceptions or scholarships.
Juniors and seniors who would
prefer the expanded occupancy
housing also have that option,
Lambert said.
There will also be some spaces
in Kuhlman Hall assigned as triples for sophomores who would
prefer the reduced rate.
However, they are located either at the end of the hall or next
to a Resident Assistant, meaning
no more than four students will
share a bathroom.
The entire housing process will
take place online this year.
Students are assigned a random date and time to register for
housing.
Unlike incoming freshmen,
whose date of deposit affects
their living options, returning students do not need to pay a deposit
to register.
Other boarding concerns regarding a large incoming class
include the availability of parking
and furniture availability.
Currently, Campus Police
has no plans to limit spaces for
freshmen.
Based on past figures showing
that about 40-45 percent of resident freshmen bring cars, there
should be enough parking left in
the R-2 lot to accommodate the
incoming class.
Director of Physical Plant
Dave Lococo said that as long as
the furniture supplier knows what
is needed by May, there should not
be a problem providing enough
furniture for the freshman class.
“The biggest concern, as always, is the students and their level
of comfort on campus,” he said.
Meghan Berneking, News Editor
Phone: 745-3607
Newswire-News@xavier.edu

entire second floor of a grand
mansion and features: a great
kitchen, w/ new appliance, extremely large, private bedrooms
w/great closet space. X-large living room, huge sun porch, A/C,
cable, accent lighting and plenty
of parking. The apt will go fast
so don’t wait! For showings call
contact. Available in August 1st,
2010. $375/person
Contact:
Seth
(513)
383-9435

For classified orders and
information, please call Nathan
Sergio at 513-745-3561 or
email him at Newswire-Classifieds@xavier.edu
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No snow days for Physical Plant

to buildings.
By meghan berneking
Trucks and ATVs with snow
News Editor
plows
are used first, before emXavier students and faculty may
ployees
get to work on smaller
have enjoyed two full snow days in
routes
with
shovels, Dick Menke,
the past two weeks, but Physical
grounds
supervisor,
said.
Plant employees worked harder
Although
the
streets
that run
and longer than usual clearing
through
and
around
campus
are
sidewalks and roadways.
not
technically
the
responsibility
“The preparations for snow
events begin long before snow is of Physical Plant, the staff usually
even predicted,” Dave Lococo, di- plows them anyway.
“Each snow event is unique,”
rector of Physical
Lococo said, citing
Plant, said.
Physical Plant “We have a very that the processes
for snow removal are
makes sure the dedicated staff
constantly changing
university has adand under evaluation.
equate salt sup- putting in a lot
“The expectations
plies, all equipment of hours making
[for
snow removal]
is working prop- campus safe
get
higher
every year,”
erly and employLococo
said,
meaning
ees are properly during snow
the
demand
for retrained to use said events.”
sources
also
grows.
equipment.
Around 4:30 or
Pretreatment
– Dave Lococo, 5:00 a.m. on a snowy
before a snow
director of
Physical Plant day, Academic Vice
storm also depends
President and Provost
on what conditions
Dr. Roger Fortin,
are present or exVice-President
of
Financial
pected, as salt is useless with very
Administration
Maribeth
Amyot,
large amounts of snow.
Campus
Police
and
Menke
conThe ground and air temperaduct
a
conference
call
to
consider
ture must be 30 degrees or below
whether to cancel classes and close
in order for salt to be effective.
Physical Plant also uses a the university.
They take into account local
product known as “magic salt”
weather
conditions, road condiwhich students may have seen
tions
near
campus and other area
(or smelled) along with rock salt.
schools’
actions,
as well as condiThe eco-friendly product keeps
tions
on
campus.
They attempt
rock salt in place and makes it less
to
make
a
decision
that balances
corrosive.
keeping
campus
open
and keepOnce snow starts accumulating
it
safe
by
around
5:30
or 6:00
ing, removal begins with main
a.m.,
in
order
to
communicate
any
drives and walks from parking lots

- Paid Advertisement -

closing information before students and faculty leave for campus, Campus Police Chief Michael
Couch, said.
Since the last snow days occurred on basketball game days,
Physical Plant brought in outside
help to accommodate the extra
traffic, since it does not have the
equipment required to move large
piles of snow from the parking
lots.
Although concerned about
reports of a faculty member falling on the ice, Menke and Lococo
took the news in stride, considering the large number of people on
the campus at any given time, and
attempted to keep up the morale
of the crew.
“I told the guys it takes them
ten complements to make up for
one complaint. They take [news of
an injury] very personally,” Menke
said. Since snow becomes ice with
foot traffic, the challenge is simply keeping up with the constantly
changing conditions, he said.
“We have a very dedicated staff
putting in a lot of hours making
campus safe during snow events,”
Lococo said. The entire staff
works extra hours and take their
jobs seriously, Menke said.
Lococo acknowledged the special difficulties that arise for persons with disabilities.
“I want to extend an apology
to anyone who’s wheelchair bound
here during a snow event.
We do our best, but it doesn’t
take much to stop a wheelchair,”
he said.

Xavier Newswire

Safety Team created
including students,police
By mike glynn
Staff Writer

The newly formed Safety Team
is looking at how XU AlertMe
will be used, the improvement of
snowplowing and path clearing
and the increased presence of police activity on campus in relation
to the growing size.
Also under examinations will
be Xavier’s ability to expand safety measures into the surrounding
communities.
One of the primary goals of
the team is to start planning now
in order to build upon the current
foundation to put a solution into
action for this semester.
“Current safety measures are
being addressed and recommendations for enhanced safety measures are being explored,” Dr.
Luther Smith, dean of students,
said.
The team is spearheaded by
Smith and Dan Scholemer, the di-

Police
Notes
Feb. 17, 2:14 a.m. – Campus
Police investigated a report of
a vehicle striking a street sign,
garbage can and newspaper
rack on the corner of Dana and
Herald Avenues. The vehicle
fled the scene in an unknown
direction.
Feb. 18, 3:24 p.m. – Campus
Police assisted Residence Life
with a room search in the
Manor House Apartments. A
small amount of marijuana,
drug paraphernalia and alcohol
were confiscated.
Feb. 18, 10:48 p.m. –
Campus Police and Residence
Life responded to a roommate
dispute in Husman Hall. The
students were separated for
the evening. Residence Life will
follow up.
Feb. 19, 9:11 a.m. – Campus
Police and Cincinnati Fire and
Rescue responded to a fire
alarm in Hailstones. An unknown person activated the pull
down station on the ground
floor for no apparent reason.
Feb. 19, 10:53 a.m. – A
student reported that he or
she was receiving threats
from another student over an
ex-acquaintance.
Feb. 19, 2:22 p.m. – An
employee reported the theft of
three textbooks from the bookstore. A suspect was identified
on videotape but left before officers arrived. Investigation is
pending.
Feb. 19, 9:55 p.m. – Campus
Police assisted Residence

rector of Administrative Services
for the Emergency Management
and
Business
Continuity
Department.
Also included on the committee are Campus Police representatives, Norwood Police captain
Keith Bellman, Cincinnati Police
captains Elliot Isaac and Doug
Wiesman, as well as administrators,
faculty members and students.
Junior Katherine Ryder, residential student representative, and
junior Kelly Perkins, commuter
student and neighborhood representative, will represent the student body.
These student representatives
were recommended by Student
Government Association.
“The safety team will effectively address safety issues on campus
because it aims to communicate
accurate information to students,
faculty and administrators, as well
as improve on-and-off campus
safety overall,” Ryder said.
Life with a room search in
Kuhlman Hall. A small amount
of marijuana and alcohol were
confiscated.
Feb. 20, 12:05 a.m. –
Campus Police responded to a
noise complaint in the Manor
House Apartments. The involved student was advised of
the complaint and cooperated.
Feb. 20, 1:07 a.m. – A student observed urinating in the
Sports Center lot was cited
for underage consumption of
alcohol.
Feb. 20, 10:37 p.m. – A
Norwood resident reported
that several Xavier students
were urinating in his yard on
the 900 block of Lexington
Avenue. The matter was referred to the Norwood Police.
Feb. 21, 6:44 p.m. – A student reported that he or she was
being harassed and followed by
another student. The student
in question was advised of the
complaint and was issued a nocontact order to stay away from
the other student.
Feb. 22, 4:33 a.m. – Campus
Police received a report of
one student and two non-students creating a disturbance
in Kuhlman Hall. The student
was warned and the non-students were sent on their way.

Note of the

Week
Feb. 20, 1:59 p.m. – A
student found inappropriately parked in the C-1 lot was
issued his or her twenty-ninth
parking citation, along with a
misdemeanor citation, for
failing to comply with university parking regulations.
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Professor profile: Dr. Jennifer Robbins
By lAUREN rOLFES
Staff Writer

taste. I listen to African and Latin
American music as well as gospel.
Right now I’m listening to Muse,
Janelle Monáe and Los Rabanes—
the latter to prepare for my Ghana
trip.

Biology teacher Dr. Jennifer
Robbins discusses liberal arts education, Ghana and the Caf with
the Newswire.

NW: What do you spend most
of your time doing outside of
teaching?
JR: I play with my “Frisbee
dog” Sam, which means he’s a
mutt. I read a lot, too. Right now
I’m reading “Purple Hibiscus”
by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie,
again to prepare for my trip.

Xavier Newswire: Where did you
go to school?
Jennifer Robbins: I went to
Ohio Northern University for undergrad and Stanford Medical for
my doctorate.

XN: How long have you been
at Xavier University?
JR: I was a lab instructor here
from 2002 to 2005, but since there
was not an opening for assistant
professor here, I went to St.
Mary’s College in California from
2005 to 2007.
I came back to Xavier when
there was an opening, though, and
have been here since 2007.
NW: What do you like most
about teaching at Xavier?
JR: The holistic approach to
learning that Xavier’s Jesuit tradition and liberal arts education offers. There is no isolating oneself
in one discipline.

Newswire photo by Lauren Rolfes

Dr. Jennifer Robbins, biology professor, specializes in infectious diseases and has an eclectic music taste.

The students and teachers are
constantly making connections
and references to other disciplines—it’s fantastic. I wish the
real world were like that.
.
NW: Do you have any other
career aspirations?
JR: Just to be a better biologist
and teacher.
NW: What areas of biology interest you the most?
JR: The stuff you can’t see—

molecules. My specialty is in infectious diseases which exploit social
structures like we talk in my seminar about HIV/AIDS, which I am
currently teaching.
NW: Where have you been in
the world?
JR: I’ve been to Central
America, specifically El Salvador,
and Ukraine on Alternative Break
trips through Xavier and I’m actually leaving in a week for Ghana.
I’ll be there for eight weeks on

- SGA Advertisement -

a service learning trip through
Xavier, so I will have been to seven countries in Africa now.

NW: What kinds of music do
you listen to?
JR: I have a very eclectic music

NW: As an avid reader of the
Newswire, you are aware of the debate concerning the Caf vs. the
Hoff. How do you side on the
issue?
JR: The Hoff sounds like a
cross between a cow and something else, even though the Caf
sounds like calf which is actually a
baby cow. The Caf sounds better.
Sarah Wieten, Campus News Editor
Phone: (513) 745-3607
Newswire-News@xavier.edu
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EDITORIAL | ADMISSIONS AND CLASS SIZE

More students = more problems.

At the closing of the year, students and especially freshman may feel
as if they were the butt of one of those off-color jokes: How many
students can you stuff into a dorm? As is usually the case with this type
of joke, the punch line degrades or humiliates the subjects. Students
are not laughing, but it certainly appears as though the administration
found this year’s predicament so funny that they are willing to repeat
the gag.
If enrollment proceeds as projected, Xavier will again struggle under the weight of 400 more students than previous years. Combined
with this year’s freshman class, the campus population will swell to 800
students more than the 2008-09 academic year, roughly equating a fifth
class.
Luckily, the opening of the Academic Quad will absorb some of
these new students, but the new residence hall construction is a year
late. Perhaps next year sophomores will brag to incoming students
about the luxurious leg room in forced triples; the administration could
fit at least six residents into each Brockman room if they installed those
hanging bunk beds featured on submarines.
The problems experienced by students, staff and faculty will only
compound next year. Expect the wireless system to implode; the library
will fill with even more raucous students fleeing their room; the cafeteria will further supplant quality for quantity; departments will cancel
upper level classes to accommodate intro level courses; and students
expecting to move off campus will find a housing market inundated
with students.
We at the Newswire lament that Xavier is almost entirely tuitiondriven. More students mean more funds, and Xavier maximizes its
profit by stuffing 1200 freshman into dorms meant to hold only 850.
Administrators, we know that you will come out on top in the long run,
anger will subside, more students will graduate and donate as alumni,
etc. You will win, administrators, but know that a few students understand that you are exploiting us.

EDITORIAL | SGA CAMPAIGN VIOLATIONS

Students have right to know.

Campaign violations marred another SGA Executive Election last
week, only no one knew about it because the Board of Elections refused to report which tickets had committed violations.
We now know that the winning ticket (Kevin Contrera, Cristin
Giacci and Blair Kmetz) committed two violations—detailed on the
front page—and were subsequently fined in terms of how much it
could spend on campaigning. Although the violations were minor, no
stretch of the imagination could claim that students’ knowledge of the
violations could not have affected the election’s outcome.
Students have a right to know which campaign tickets commit campaign violations before voting on candidates. In democratic elections,
the ethicality of candidates’ behavior is often as important as their platform. By withholding this information, the BOE essentially limits students’ capacity to vote knowledgeably.
And why? The BOE said they kept this information secret because
no violations were final. The Newswire wonders how long it should reasonably take to decide whether something is a violation or not.
BOE chair Chris Verst suggests that the BOE doesn’t have to issue this information because students can simply ask the candidates, an
argument that borders on absurdity. Requiring every voting student to
seek out a ticket and literally ask them if they happened to commit any
violations (and expect an accurate answer) laughable.
The Newswire supported the Contrera-Giacci-Kmetz ticket last week.
This a decision we stand by despite the campaign violations, because we
made our choice based on the excellent platform that ticket put forth.
Even if we did know, it would not have affected our decision.
What we do regret is that voters’ rights to know were violated by a
BOE that seemed to have no interest in doing its job.
On the Web: www.xavier.edu/newswire
The Xavier Newswire is published weekly
throughout the school year, except during vacation
and final exams, by the students of Xavier
University, 3800 Victory Parkway, Cincinnati, OH
45207-2129.
The Editorials are written by a different staff
member each week and do not necessarily reflect
the sentiments of the entire staff. They are also
not the sole responsibility of the Opinions and
Editorials editor to write.
The statements and opinions of the Xavier
Newswire are not necessarily those of the student
body, faculty or administration of Xavier. The

statements and opinions of a columnist do not
necessarily reflect those of editors or general staff.
Subscription rates are $30 per year or $15 per
semester within the USA and are prorated.
Subscription inquiries should be directed to
Kathryn Rosenbaum, 513-745-3607.
Advertising inquiries should be directed to
Nathan Sergio, Advertising Manager, 513-745-3561.
One copy of the Xavier Newswire, distributed
on campus, is free per person per week. Additional
copies are 25 cents.
Xavier University is an academic community
committed to equal opportunity for all persons.

LETTERS
Thank You

We want to express our sincere
gratitude to everyone who took
the time to vote and make their
voices heard. It is with great optimism that we look to our upcoming term as SGA executives.
While the campaign was a great
opportunity to meet fellow students, it made us realize the high
level of concern students feel.
With a growing campus comes
many new possibilities and challenges. We have begun working
hard to address these challenges
and accomplish our platform and
encourage you to check out our
Facebook group for weekly updates on our progress.
Despite the magnitude of our
ambitious agenda, we are never
too busy to hear your concerns.
Listening was the foundation of
our successful election and we
have every intention of continuing that into the new school year.
So we beg that you never hesitate to get in contact with us. We
would be happy to meet you for
any reason at anytime and anywhere to ensure that we are addressing the needs of student
body.
Once again, we thank you
for giving us this wonderful

opportunity.
Sincerely,
Kevin Contrera| ‘11
Cristin Giacci | ‘11
Blair Kmetz | ‘11

Report it if you’re
feeling harrassed

In recent weeks there have
been several bias incidents at
Xavier University. I would like to
acknowledge that the events that
transpired have caused injury to
individuals and our community as
a whole.
Xavier University is based on
a Jesuit, Catholic tradition that
is committed to supporting the
intrinsic value of each human
being. Civility and respect of all
individuals is fundamental to the
Xavier educational experience.
The power of “X” is building
respect for self, others and the
world.
Only a campus environment of
mutual respect and genuine care for
all individuals enables this mission
to be realized (excerpt from the
Harassment Code Accountability
Procedures [HCAP] in the Student
Handbook).
According to the university’s
policy on assuring a climate of
respect, harassment or discrimination of any kind, including such
action based on gender, race, eth-

nicity, color, religion, age, national
origin, sexual orientation, disability
or marital status impedes Xavier’s
ability to carry out the mission.
Examples of behavior that may
constitute harassment include the
following:
• Using threatening words or
discriminating remarks about a
person’s body, gender, race, ethnicity, etc., that are demeaning or
embarrassing whether spoken or
electronic.
• Stalking or using power over
individuals—creating an environment that makes an individual feel
unsafe and threatened.
• Jokes, innuendos and gestures,
whether spoken or electronic, may
be forms of harassment.
• Unwelcome sexual contact
or inappropriate touching of any
kind (student to student, staff to
staff) constitutes sexual harassment or assault.
(Policy authored by a faculty
committee in 2006.)
An individual should report
harassment or discrimination if
he or she feels uncomfortable, unsafe or threatened in any way by
contacting Campus Police or the
Dean of Student’s Office.
Sincerely,
Kathleen E. Simons, Ph.D.
Associate Provost for Student Life
and Leadership

Newswire-Oped
@
xavier.edu
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Other prejudices are
just as damaging
By Darren LaCour
Editorial Columnist

Interestingly enough, the most
appalling thing that I’ve experienced within the last week has
not been the monstrous deathpuddle in front of the C-5 parking
lot that forces students traversing
to and from the Commons to risk
their lives by stepping out into
the street (Idea I want: Kevin,
Cristin and Blair, please fund
construction of a bridge over this
puddle).
That dubious honor goes to
the strains of Islamophobia that
permeated a recent conversation
with some total strangers.
Somehow, we started talking
politics (always dangerous with
strangers) and eventually arrived on the subject of Obama’s
presidency.
A young woman who was a
part of the conversation then
declared, “Anytime I see his first
and middle name together, I
think, ‘He shouldn’t have been
elected.’”
My ensuing “What?” was

voiced out of incredulity, not
curiosity, but she responded
with patriotic concern, letting
me know she was talking about
“Barack Hussein.” The fact that
this woman attends the University
of Cincinnati should be no excuse for this absurd, ignorant and
dangerous worldview.
First, despite his Arabic middle
name, Obama is not a Muslim.
Secondly, and much more
importantly, even if he were a
Muslim, the assumptions that
woman was making about him
would still be unfounded.
Our nation has experienced
and witnessed atrocious acts of
terror at the hands of deluded
and deranged individuals who
have acted under the guise of
Islam, but plenty of other appalling acts have been perpetrated
by individuals under the guise of
countless other ideologies.
Assuming that Osama bin
Laden accurately represents the
views of the majority of Muslims
would be as faulty as claiming
that Pat Robertson accurately
represents the views of most

Christians (Haiti made a deal with
the devil? Really?).
Yes, Islam has extremists, but
so do all ideologies. The NeoNazis, Klu Klux Klan and the
Westboro Baptist Church are
just a few examples born from
Christianity.
In light of the racist remarks
on our campus, we must also
recognize that these attitudes of
bigotry and ignorance transcend
divisions of black and white.
As we heal the wounds from
centuries of racial injustices
based on skin color, we must also
expose the blossoming seeds of
hate outside of this traditional
framework.
We at Xavier may be more
educated and open-minded than
many in this country, but as we
have seen, we’re not immune to
these attitudes.
We must work diligently to recognize the dignity in every human
person, regardless of race, gender, sexual orientation or creed,
and to challenge those around us
who make blanket statements in
ignorance.
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GALLAGHER BUZZ
with Des Dale

Does sustainability on
campus matter to you?

Peter York

Class of ‘10

“Yeah, it does.
Recycling is
important. Gotta
save the babies.”

Sarah Cunningham

Class of ‘11

“No, because I
don’t pay for it.”

Want to see YOUR opinion in print?
Submit your Letter to the Editor at

Newswire-Oped@xavier.edu!

SGA electees: don’t
forget your voters
By Maggie Cardosi
Editorial Columnist/Copy Editor
Once again, we at the Newswire
have seen our way through another round of Student Government
Association executive elections.
As a copyeditor, it was my job
to proofread the platforms that
were printed in last week’s issue.
As I was doing so, it struck me
that, despite each ticket’s obvious
differences, one thing remained
the same in each one: a promise
for more input from students.
Kudos to you, SGA executives!
I wish you all the best in what
I’m sure will be your top priority
in serving the students of Xavier
next year. Unfortunately, I’ll be
graduating in May. And while
many seniors might say “Who
cares? None of this is going to
benefit me,” as the daughter of
a former SGA President and
Xavier Alumnus, I feel it is my
duty to ensure that Xavier’s students receive the best possible
representation for the 2010-11
school year.
Therefore, since you’ll no longer be graced with my presence as
of May 15, I’ll put my little note
into your suggestion box now.
This is the fourth election I’ve
seen since my freshman year at

Xavier, and every year it has been
promised that SGA will become
more involved with the student
body.
However, it seems to me that
every year this promise goes unfulfilled. Don’t get me wrong; I
recognize that SGA has done
some great things, and I would
never demean another studentheld office. You work hard, and I
applaud you for that.
But looking back, it seems that
the only time I really heard from
SGA was right around this time
of year, during election time.
As an underclassman in the
residence halls, I’d hear you
knock on my door and I would
politely accept your offer of candy in exchange for a promise to
vote for you.
As an upperclassman I would
accept your hot chocolate on the
cold walk from the C-1 parking lot to my classes in Alter or
Hailstones and, yet again, promise to vote for you. And I fulfilled
my promise. Now it’s time for
you to fulfill yours.
I beg you: make an effort, a sincere effort, to know the students
you represent. Don’t just expect
to lure us in with free pizza to a
few events scattered throughout

the school year. I love free pizza,
ice cream, snow cones, etc. as
much as the next person, but it
gets old after awhile. Instead, go
to hall meetings, club meetings,
anything and everything, and do
it all throughout the year, not just
around, oh I don’t know, the first
or second week of February.
My point is this: whether you
mean it or not, only putting forth
the effort to get to know club
executives right before elections
sends the message that all you
want is that club’s vote. If you
put in the time to get to know
your students, their needs, and
concerns on a regular basis, perhaps the students would feel more
comfortable coming to you.
This is my challenge to you,
SGA Executives. Please believe
me when I say that I’m not ragging on you, as many people often like to do. I understand what
kind of position you are in, and I
respect you for it.
However, when I return to
Xavier for a reunion or, like my
father, send my own children to
Xavier, I just want to know that
the students here are receiving
the best representation from the
people they chose to be their
voice.

Dan Benson

Class of ‘11

“Yes, I support
sustainability
because it lowers my financial
endeavors.”

Tony D’Amico

Class of ‘12

“Yeah, because
the little things we
do can affect the
whole world.”

Lize Maneseca

Class of ‘13

“No. I just don’t
care, and there
is not enough
information.”

Nate Fischer

Class of ‘12

“It does, but only
to an extent.
Everything in the
world gets blown
out of proportion.”

Sam Nichols

Class of ‘13

“Yes. I feel like we
owe it to ourselves. We only
have one earth.”

Tanica Danner

Class of ‘12

“Yeah, because a
lot of stuff is wasted, and it helps the
wildlife.”
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Musketeers sharpen road resume

By Doug TIFFT

Sports Editor
Walking up to a post-game
press interview after his team’s
81-67 win at Charlotte on Feb.
20, Xavier head coach Chris Mack
was asked whether his team had
become road warriors.
“Let’s hope so,” Mack said,
laughing.
The question seemed appropriate after the Musketeers maintained a tie for second place in the
Atlantic 10 Conference with the
win at Halton Arena, the second
consecutive road win over a potential NCAA Tournament team.
Coupled with an 88-52 win over
Saint Joseph’s on Feb. 17, XU remained a half game behind No.
23 Richmond—who will come to
Cintas Center on Feb. 28—for the
A-10 lead.
After Xavier was outrebounded 35-29 by Charlotte in an 86-74
win on Jan. 13, the Musketeers
controlled the interior the second
time around. XU scored 36 points
in the paint and outrebounded the
49ers 38-32.
The frontcourt dominance was
led by junior Jamel McLean, who
scored 14 points and grabbed 11
rebounds, and is now averaging
12.2 points and 9.7 rebounds over
the last six games.
“The lightbulb has really gone
off for Jamel,” Mack said. “When
he is playing to the level that he
has been playing, there aren’t too
many power forwards [that can
stop him]. I really, really like the
way he has played.”

Newswire photo by Danielle Meiners

Junior Jamel McLean has averaged 12.2 points and 9.7 rebounds over
Xavier’s last six games, in which XU is 5-1.

With McLean dominating the
interior, Xavier got a game-high
23 points from sophomore Jordan
Crawford on 8-15 shooting.
Crawford began 1-5 while the
Musketeers settled for perimeter
jump shots and converted only
seven of 17 field goals as a team in
the first 12 minutes. But the 6’5”
guard scored 11 of Xavier’s final
15 points first half points to build
a 31-22 lead at the break.

“Man, [Jordan] is fun to coach,”
Mack said. “He makes some tremendous plays in the open court,
and I know I’m a little biased, but
he is the Atlantic 10 Player of the
Year.”
Crawford also initiated a march
to the free throw line by going 47, as freshman Mark Lyons scored
all eight of his points at the line
and Terrell Holloway was 5-6 on
free throws for 13 points. Overall,

Xavier was 23-29 from the stripe,
and has now shot 647 free throws
on the season—57th most in the
nation.
Getting to the foul line will be
key on Feb. 24, when Xavier travels to Saint Louis. The Billikens,
under third-year head coach Rick
Majerus, employ a slow-paced defensive-oriented attack that has
only sent opponents to the line
19.2 times per game.
The lack of easy points helps
SLU hold opponents to 59.1
points per game, including an
NCAA-low 25.7 percent from
three-point range. Mack credited
Majerus with the ability to inspire
such a defensive performance
from the Billikens, who do not
suit up any upperclassmen, making them the youngest team in the
country.
“You gotta give a lot of credit
to the guy on the sidelines,” Xavier
head coach Chris Mack said.
“They have a good sense of how
to defend as a team. Though they
are not the biggest, most physical
team in our conference, but they
make up for it with I.Q.”
Led by 15.8 points per game
from sophomore point guard
Kwamain Mitchell, SLU has rattled off a 9-3 record in the A-10,
positioning themselves to earn a
first-round bye in the Conference
Tournament with a top-four
finish.
After beginning the year 95, the Billikens have scored 63.8
points per game and shot 33.5
percent from three point range

Atlantic 10
Standings

Conference
Name
W L
Richmond 11 2
10 2
Temple
10 2
Xavier
9 3
St. Louis
Charlotte 8 4
URI
8 5
Dayton
7 5
Duquense 6 7
4 8
GW
St. Bona
4 8
UMass
4 9
La Salle
3 9
St. Joe’s
3 10
Fordham 0 13

Overall
W L
22 6
22 5
19 7
18 8
18 8
20 6
18 8
15 12
14 11
11 14
10 17
11 15
9 18
2 23

since 6’8” Australian freshman
Cody Ellis became eligible for the
second semester. Ellis is averaging
11.6 points and 5.8 rebounds per
game, giving the Billikens a complimentary inside piece beside
sophomore center Willie Reed.
“Ellis gives them another scorer,” Mack said. “He is skilled for
his size. He can pick-and-pop and
he has range out to the three point
line. He’s a really solid player.”
With Ellis in the lineup the
Billikens have knocked off A-10
powers Richmond, Dayton and
Rhode Island at Chaifetz Arena,
a place where they are 14-1 on
the season including non-conference victories over Nebraska and
Southern Illinois.
The Musketeers will have to
continue to be warriors on the
road—at least Mack hopes so.

Baseball drops three to Tennessee
Lack of outside practice time hurts Muskies in season opener
By Scott MUeller

Asst. Sports Editor
Spring means one thing for
sports fans: baseball. The crack of
the bat, the feel of the old glove
and the smell of freshly cut grass.
In no sport, does spring signify
eternal hope more than in baseball. Spring is when you can finally
return to outside activities.
However, the Xavier University
baseball team has not had a chance
to practice outside often. This past
weekend, the team opened their
schedule with a three game series
with Tennessee. The Muskies lost
all three games to the Volunteers.
“Obviously, that’s not how
we envisioned the first weekend
going,” said head coach Scott
Googins. The Musketeers were
out scored in the three game series
by a combined score of 40-13.
“Our starting pitching the first
day wasn’t sharp,” said Googins.
“But Nate Mutsch will get
better.”
Mutsch only went four innings
and gave up eight earned runs on
11 hits. Mutsch is currently the
number one starter in place of injured senior Zac Richard. Richard
broke his hamate bone, and is expected to miss four to six weeks.
In the first game, on Friday,
Feb. 19, Tennessee scored three

runs in the first inning. By the time
the Musketeers scored in the fifth,
they were already trailing 8-0.
In the fifth, the Muskies pushed
across three runs, all with two
outs. A single and a walk put two
on for freshman Mark Elwell, who
doubled to record his first career
RBI. Junior John McCambridge
singled to drive in the second run,
and Elwell scored on a failed pickoff attempt.
The Musketeers knocked out
Tennessee starting pitcher, Bryan
Morgado, on Friday after five
innings.
Morgado is projected by some
to be first round draft pick.
Tennessee responded with
runs of their own in the fifth.
The Musketeers did not score
again until the ninth. The Muskies
dropped the season opener, 16-6.
The next day, the Muskies came
out looking to even the series.
The Musketeers jumped on
the board early scoring two runs
in the first inning, and another in
the third.
Junior lefty Tommy Shirley got
the start for the Muskies. Shirley
held the Volunteers to three runs
on six hits in 5.1 innings. He also
recorded four strikeouts.
In the fifth inning, senior
Bobby Freking smacked the first

homerun of the season. The homer gave the Muskies a 6-2 lead.
“It was good that we responded that way, staying positive,”
Googins said. “Right now we
made some mistakes just because
we haven’t been outside.”
Because of the poor weather
Cincinnati has had, the team has
not been able to practice outside.
Things such as judging fly balls
and fielding ground balls were affected by a lack of time outside.
The Musketeers would take
a two run lead into the ninth.
However, two walks (one intentional), a balk, a wild pitch,
and three singles allowed the
Volunteers to score three runs
in the ninth and take the victory,
7-6.
On Sunday, in the third game
of the series, the Muskies were
blown out 17-1.
“We had a lot of new faces out
there. I looked out there and we
had one guy in the same position
that he was in at the end of last
year,” Googins said. “So it’s going
to be a learning process.”
Freshman Jon Richard, Zac’s
younger brother, started the game
for the Muskies. Jon Richard went
five innings, giving up eight runs
on only six hits. However, he also
walked six.

photo courtesy GoXavier.com

Junior southpaw Tommy Shirley gave up three runs on five hits in 5.1 innings
of works. He struck out four and only walked one.

“Tennessee is pretty good.
They’re very aggressive. They’re
very good offensively,” Googins
said. “We can win and learn too.
We don’t have to lose to learn, but
if we are going to lose, we need to
learn stuff from it so that the next
time we’re in the same situation
we don’t do the same thing.”
“We haven’t been outside,”
Googins said. “That probably

showed more than anything.”
This coming weekend, the
Muskies will travel to Georgia
Tech. The Yellow Jackets are
ranked sixth in the country.
“They’ve got three top of the
line pitchers,” Googins said. “Our
guys are excited about the chance
and opportunity to get out and
play and compete against the best
in the country.”
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Muskies take fourth staight A-10 title
Thrilling overtime win over Dayton, blowout on senior night
By Jocelyn Taylor

Staff Writer
The Xavier women’s basketball
team landed two major wins this
week to give them the Atlantic 10
regular season conference title.
The Musketeers overcame a
major fight against Dayton, beating the Flyers 80-79 in overtime
on Feb. 17.
Then on Feb. 20, XU crushed
Massachusetts 75-41 on Senior
Day at Cintas Center.
The Dayton game was a huge
test for the Musketeers, as the rivalry game offered a chance for
the Flyers (21-6, 9-3 A-10) to split
the season series.
Xavier came out cold, as
Dayton went on a 15-9 run before
the media timeout.
Xavier juniors Amber Harris
and Special Jennings proceeded
to light up the scoreboard and
keep the Muskies in the game,
as Jennings finished the first half
with 12 points and Harris with
seven.
Still XU trailed the Flyers 42-32
at the break.
Sophomore Tyeasha Moss
and Harris opened second half
play with jump shots to pull the
Musketeers within nine, igniting a
19-7 run in the first eight minutes
of the half.
The game continued to be
tight, featuring nine ties and 15
lead changes, until the Musketeers

Newswire photo by Danielle Meiners

Junior Special Jennings’ three-point shot in overtime gave Xavier a lead it
would not relinquish against Dayton.

gained possession down two
points with 25 seconds left.
After a timeout, Xavier went to
Harris for a lay-in to tie the score
at 70 and send the game into
overtime.
After trading baskets for the
first few minutes of overtime,
Jennings’ three point shot with
2:21 to play, gave Xavier a lead
that it would not relinquish.
Still, there were tense moments
down the stretch, as Dayton had a
final shot to win the game, down
by a point with two seconds left.
UD got the ball to junior threepoint specialist Justine Raterman,

who turned and fired a three to
beat the buzzer. Yet, Harris was
there to deflect the shot, sealing
the win for the Musketeers.
“I knew it was clean,” Harris
said. “I just had to block it because
she’d had a good game.”
Junior Ta’Shia Phillips also
earned another honor during this
game, as she became the all-time
leading rebounder in school history, surpassing Tara Boothe’s record of 1,004 rebounds. Phillips
had 1,014 after the Dayton game.
Three days later, though, it
was all about the seniors, as the
Musketeers donned pink uni-

forms—for breast cancer awareness—and honored their five seniors in their final home game.
The 2010 class is comprised
of five seniors: Alesia Barringer,
Maureen Hester, Dee Dee
Jernigan, Der-ryka Martin and
April Phillips.
After the game, the seniors
were honored in front of their
families, who were all there to
watch a video tribute.
Once the ceremony was over,
it was relayed to the team that
Temple lost to Dayton, and that
Xavier was the A-10 champions.
“They rededicated themselves
[this year],” UMass head coach
Marnie Dacko said. “[Ta’Shia]
Phillips and Harris are outstanding
players and Jennings has brought
her game to a new level. It’s hard
to keep a team that shoots 40 percent from three down.”
The postgame accolades and
ceremonies were the extent of
the action as the Musketeers held
UMass to 29 percent field goal
shooting and running away with a
34-point win.
The Musketeers turned the ball
over only 10 times while shooting
46 percent from the field.
While it may have been Senior
Night, it was the underclassmen
who led the way.
Moss and freshman Katie
Rutan each had 12 points and
combined to go 8-17 from behind

Atlantic 10
Standings

Conference
Name
W L
Xavier
12 0
Dayton
9 3
Temple
9 3
Charlotte 8 4
Duquesne 8 4
8 4
St. Joe’s
8 5
St. Bona
Richmond 5 6
UMass
4 8
St. Louis
4 8
GW
3 8
La Salle
2 10
URI
2 10
Fordham 2 11

Overall
W L
22 3
21 6
20 7
15 11
18 9
15 12
20 8
16 10
10 17
10 17
6 18
7 20
9 18
8 20

the arc.
Xavier still has two more games,
and could possibly sweep the conference in the regular season.
The Musketeers are ranked No.
5 in the country—the highest in
school history—but the team still
remains humble.
“Rankings don’t help you win
games,” Ta’Shia Phillips said. “We
are focusing on playing our game
to help us get as far as we can go.
We worry about the game that is
coming up next and how we are
going to win that one.”
The Musketeers will play
Charlotte at home at 7:00 p.m. on
Feb. 24.

Musketeer seniors share wins, laughs
By Jocelyn Taylor

Staff Writer
The Teddy Bear, the ‘Mama’,
the sweetheart, the bully and the
one with swag.
Can you match the women’s
basketball seniors to their respective titles?
Maybe not, but these five leaders are the first class to win four
consecutive Atlantic 10 titles
and are planning a sweep in the
Conference Tournament—before
graduation that is.
“I feel really old,” Alesia
Barringer said. “It’s been four
years. Time has flown by really
quickly. After this, it’s a job and
work and all of that.”
Maureen Hester agreed with
her. “It’s kind of a surreal moment,” Hester said. “We put so
much into it for so long and it’s
coming to an end.”
“It’s nerve wracking,” added
Der-ryka Martin.
Although it was a bittersweet
moment, there were plenty of
jokes to go around when the five
seniors gathered before Senior
Night on Feb. 24.
“First of all I don’t like Derryka,” Barringer said jokingly. “I
love this class. We will definitely
be friends forever.”
“It’s nice that we’re able to finish together and hopefully we’ll
be friends for a very long time,”
Hester said.
Dee Dee Jernigan and April
Phillips were tardy to the meeting but threw out their feelings
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Seniors April Phillips, Aleshia Berringer, Dee Dee Jernigan, Maureen Hester and Der-ryka Martin (left to right) played their last game at Cintas Center
Saturday in a win over Massachusetts.

nonetheless.
“I’m emotional right now,”
Jernigan said.
But she was able to describe
her teammates.
“April—no limits. She says
whatever, does whatever. Mo is
just Mo. Der-ryka’s a teddy bear.
‘Leesh is a mama.”
“Dee Dee’s a bully,” interjected Martin. “And April’s a bully.
‘Leesh just became a bully this
year. Mo just be swaggin out here.
April—no comment.”
Barringer tried to help explain
April since no one else was helping her.

“April is April. She’s well
rounded,” Barringer said.
Eventually, April just spoke for
herself. “I’m really nice and people
think I’m mean,” April said.
There was a moment of silence
after that statement. Everybody
looked away.
“She’s a sweetheart for real
though,” Barringer said, laughing.
A quick round of questions
revealed that the teammates knew
each other very well.
“I know all their business,”
Phillips said.
Among the tid-bits the most
might not know:

-Hester, from Pittsburgh,
bleeds Steelers black and gold.
-Jernigan was involved in the
infamous Don Imus scandal while
playing for Rutgers.
-Martin was injured in a car
crash her junior year of high
school.
-Phillips played for the
2004 West team in the Youth
Development Festival.
-Barringer was valedictorian in
high school.
After that, the seniors decided
to leave the building with their last
senior statements.
“We’re the first class to win

four straight titles and we’re
about to make some noise in the
Tournament,” Hester said.
“And let me add that we are
going to be using our degrees. We
aren’t just athletes,” Phillips said.
“Me and ‘Leesh are going into
business. She’s going to do the
computer programming, and I’m
gonna do the software portion,”
Phillips said. “You know computer science, information systems
come together. Look out.”
“We are not dumb athletes. We
do take our schoolwork seriously.
Quote me on that,” said Barringer.
“Boom kow pow.”
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US remakes of British TV shows
BY Des Dale

Asst. Arts & Entertainment Editor

There used to be a time when
it seemed everyone in the world
looked exclusively to Hollywood
as the gold standard for both
small- and big-screen productions.
However, following the success
of shows like “The Office,” the
U.S. seems to be looking increasingly toward its British brethren
for source material, at least on the
small screen.
The distinction between what

was once deemed British humor
and the American sensibilities of
comedy has seemingly vanished
or at the very least been diminished in recent years.
Several offbeat U.K. television
shows are in the process of being
remade for U.S audiences, breaking down what little barrier remains between the two audiences.

“Gavin and Stacey”–ABC
Remake

“Gavin and Stacey” is the show
most likely to enjoy at least mod-

erate success in the U.S., as it is
a prototypical romantic comedy
that follows the age-old story of
two unlikely partners who have
fallen in love with each other.
“Gavin and Stacey” follows the
hijinks of what ensues after a boy
from England falls in love with a
girl from Wales over the phone.
The tension of being involved
in a long-distance relationship is
sure to add an interesting subtext to the time-tested plot that,
if not highly original, is at least
laughter-inducing.

-Paid Advertisement-

BRING THIS INTO URBAN
ACTIVE

FOR A FREE T-SHIRT
AND 7-DAYS FREE
TANNING/GYM
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*WITH A VALID STUDENT ID*

937-427-0700
www.urbanactive.com
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“Torchwood” is a conventional, yet completely over the top science fiction
show.

“Skins”–MTV Remake

If it weren’t for the show being
in the idle hands of MTV, “Skins”
could be a surefire critical hit in
the States.
The show takes the popular
subject of teen relationships and
looks at them from a mature and
insightful standpoint that makes
few compromises and is unafraid
to cast a shadow upon the sunny,
delightful exhilaration often associated with youth.
“Skins” has a chance to stir up
some controversy, as a few of its
characters becoming involved in
complex and often taboo romantic relationships.
It has a diverse cast of members, ranging from a gay male
character to an Asian female that
also help to distinguish it from
the bubblegum nonsense that has
aired many times before under
different guises.
MTV’s version of “Skins” will
be set in Baltimore. Hopefully
MTV’s conversion of the show
to a U.S. market isn’t a lousy one,
and maybe the network will even
redeem itself from becoming likened to the McDonald’s of the
TV industry.

“Torchwood”–Fox Remake

“Torchwood” is a conventional
yet completely over-the-top science fiction romp that features
outrageous melodrama and strong
sexual content—two things that
Americans seem to eat up.
The show itself is a spin-off
the even bigger hit show “Doctor
Who,” as it follows Cap’n Jack
who served as a temporary member of the Doctor’s squad.
On “Torchwood,” Jack has
been given his own crew to lead
through quirky adventures and to
sleep with interchangeably.

Despite its juicy and sometimes
racy subject matter, “Torchwood”
seems to be an odd choice for
American audiences, as it is often
less humorous and less sensible
than its U.K. parent series.
There is no guarantee that each
episode will come together into
an easily-compactable conclusion, just as there is no guarantee that watching an episode of
“Torchwood” from start to finish
will provide clarity.
But perhaps Americans have
come to see confusing plot scenarios as refreshing though.

“Being
Remake

Human”–SyFy

“Being Human” is a show that
has immense potential to soar in
the ratings department and possibly even entice critics once they
get past its somewhat gimmicky
plot.
It follows the lives of a ghost,
a werewolf and a vampire all living in a single household together
as roommates.
At first glance, “Being Human”
appears to be nothing more than
a hybrid Twilight/Friends cash-in
with little going for it.
Apart from the favorable elements it derived from the aforementioned titles and its fantasy
lore that is in style these days, the
show is greater than the sum of
its parts.
Characters in “Being Human”
are complexly compound and
multifaceted.
They function more as ordinary
human beings who have been outcast and deserted by society because of their cursed differences.
It is easy for audiences to relate
to these characters, whether or
not they are interested in science
fiction.
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‘Spike’ charged with emotion
BY brent edwards
Staff Writer

With exceptional performances, the Xavier University Players’
production of “Spike Heels” captivated its audience with an exciting melodrama.
“Spike Heels” is the story of
four young adults in Boston and
the drama that occurs between
them when a new romance threatens an established relationship.
The
principle
character,
Georgie, an overworked and
neurotic secretary (junior Lauren
Yadlosky)is going through a difficult time in life when she is subject to unwanted sexual advances
by her boss, Edward (played by
senior Peter York).
Further complicating matters
are her romantic feelings for her
engaged friend Andrew (senior
Stuart McNiell). An honest and
caring man, Andrew’s complicated relationship with Georgie
is characterized by his passion for
improving her from her former
street life.
The “assistance” he offers her
borders on obsession as he forces
his world of education and refinement upon her.
Everything is made more
complicated with the addition of
Andrew’s fiancé Lydia (freshman
Jackie Hart), who was previously
unaware of Georgie’s place in
Andrew’s life.
The main dramatic tensions
revolve around Georgie and
Edward’s reconciliation in the
first act, coupled with Andrew’s

(week of Feb. 23)

Wiz Khalifa

The show will kick off at
7:30 p.m. on Thursday, Feb. 25
at The Mad Hatter (620 Scott
St.). Tickets are $13 in advance
and $15 at the door.

Ani DiFranco

The concert will begin at 7
p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 27 at The
Madison Theater (728 Madison
Ave.). Tickets are $28 in advance
and $30 at the door.

New Releases
From left to right: junior Lauren Yadlosky and freshman Jackie Hart in “Spike Heels.”

increasing feelings of passion for
Georgie.
In the second act, Andrew’s
final choice between Georgie
and Lydia gives the play the energy it needs for its final dramatic
ending.
Each of the characters in the
production has his or her own
weaknesses and vices. Despite
their best intentions, they harm
the people they care about the
most, a theme shown throughout
the show.
York’s depiction of the lawyer
Edward was carefully crafted. His
portrayal of the character highlights the manipulative nature
of communication, as he uses
and shapes words to get what he

wants.
McNiell’s presentation of
Andrew was that of a heavily conflicted man who is caught between
the two women in his life.
Lydia
navigates
learning Andrew’s true intentions
with remarkable grace and
sophistication.
“Spike Heels” has easily been
the most dramatic and mature performance from the Players in the
2009-10 series and, in my opinion,
it has also been the best.
Each actor fleshes out the failings of their respective characters,
making them multi-dimensional,
and breathing life into the lifeless
figures on stage. However, that is
not to say this show was without

Photo courtesy of Facebook.com

fault.
Georgie’s character had a fondness for profanities that seemed
unnecessary, though it never became gratuitous.
There were some instances
where the plot became unrealistic, although the actors were successful in navigating this difficult
script.
“Spike Heels” was a superior
performance by the cast and crew
and a treat for anyone who enjoys
a serious and emotionally-charged
show.

Newswire Rating:

Contributing Writer

Are you stuck in the area for
spring break? No problem! With
tons of opportunities to explore
and enough free time to finally
pursue them, staying in Cincinnati
over break can be a great vacation
in itself.
Here are a few exiting things to
investigate around the Cincinnati
area:

(as of Feb. 23)

Joanna Newsom
Have One on Me
(Drag City)

Johnny Cash

American VI: Ain’t No Grave
(American Recordings/Lost
Highway)

Eluvium

Similes
(Temporary Residence)

BRIEFS

Bible study during
Lent – The Israelites’
Journey
From 12 – 1 p.m. on Thursday,
Feb. 25, The Center of Mission
and Identity is hosting a Bible
study for staff and faculty on
the second floor of McDonald
Library. The study group, led by
Director of Mission & Identity Joe
Shadle, will focus on the Israelites’
journey through the desert to the
Promised Land.

Sustainability open feedback session

From 4 - 5 p.m., on Thursday,
Feb. 25, the Sustainability
Committee is giving students and
faculty another chance to review
the latest draft of their campus action plan document, which details
the actions the University will be
taking to make the campus more
sustainable in the future.

Visit a museum

If the greenspace hasn’t been
fulfiling your need for Mother
Earth, don’t despair.
Check out the Krohn
Conservatory, which has free admission and over 3,500 plant spe-

Live Wires

Saosin

BY Aly cabrera

Get back to nature
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It’s going down at 7 p.m.
on Thursday, Feb. 25 at The
Madison Theater (728 Madison
Ave.). Tickets are $15.

Spring Break in Cincinnati

Have you been meaning to
get more cultured? Well, now you
can.
Visit one of the many museums
Cincinnati has to offer, including the Cincinnati Art Museum
(with free admission every day
except Monday), the National
Underground Railroad Freedom
Center, the Cincinnati Museum
Center and the Contemporary
Arts Center.
All are just a short drive away
from Xavier’s campus and offer a
wide variety of exhibits to meet
any interest.
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The Krohn Conservatory has free admission and over 3,500 plant species .

cies from all over the world to
enjoy.
If that is not enough to meet
your demand for flora, then
you can go see the fauna at the
Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical
Garden. The Zoo has half-price
admission and special exotic animal encounters through Feb. 28.
If the weather’s nice, you can
also visit one of Cincinnati’s 138
parks—including Ault Park, Eden
Park and Sawyer Point—for a refreshing walk, run or picnic.

Hit the City

Take a day to explore the urban side of Cincinnati. Discover
historic sites in the city’s different
neighborhoods. Roam around to
take in the unique buildings of
Mount Adams, check out some
local food and vendors at Findlay
Market and spend an afternoon in
Newport on the Levee—including the Newport Aquarium with
over 11,000 creatures.
You can even eat dinner in
Fountain Square downtown.

Photo courtesy of cincyfocus.com

Chill Out

If all else fails (or if you lack a
car), you can always relax at your
home over the break.
Put off homework by having
a movie marathon, having a snow
ball fight with the remaining snow,
catching up on your favorite TV
shows, ordering pizza or take-out
and catching up with friends.
For more information on the
locations and events listed, or for
more ideas, visit www.cincinnatiusa.com.

Symphonic Winds
present ‘A New York
State of Mind’

From 7:30 - 8:45 p.m., on
Thursday, Feb. 25, Symphonic
Winds will put on a concert inspired by life in the metropolis
at the Princeton High School
Matthews Auditorium (11080
Chester Road). Jennifer Jolley,
the recent winner of the Xavier
University Young Composer
Commissioning Project, will be
visiting campus all week leading
up to the concert premiere and
will speak at the performance.
Admission to the concert is free.
Catherine Stahl,
Arts and Entertainment Editor
newswire-diversions@xavier.edu
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TENURE
Investing in Education (Even in a Recession)

For many students, tenure is a dirty word. low department staff, the department chair, dently for 10 or 15 years.”
Even after preconceptions are proven false, the dean and eventually the Committee of
However, one source of worry is the curthe phrase “tenured professor” can still Rank and Tenure.
rent economic climate. Tenure track jobs are
imply a semester of lax instruction from a
Philosophy professor Dr. Timothy Quinn not cheap, and they are certainly more exwashed-out, gray-haired teacher who faces is one of the seven staff members who serve pensive than temporary faculty. This leaves
no consequences for poor performance.
on the committee. “[We] receive dossiers the temptation open for universities to
“It happens,” said Dr. E. Paul Colella, phi- from candidates who apply in their sixth downgrade their tenured positions.
losophy professor. “People who have tenure year of full-time employment,” Quinn said.
Greg Scholtz of the American Association
might not have incentive to grow.”
“Accompanying these dossiers are letters of University Professors (AAUP) commentWell, great. So what’s the point? “It’s from the faculty of their departments, the ed on the current state of tenure in America.
worth the risk because of the safeguards it chairs of their departments and the deans of “My impression is that financial pressures
provides,” Colella said.
their colleges.”
are causing [the tenure system’s] further eroIndeed, the main goal of tenure is the seThe committee, which is composed of sion,” he said. “In the last 40 years admincurity it provides professors. Having tenure members from all three colleges, takes the istrations have been relying more and more
status means that a professor can expect a matter seriously. “The members are thought- on faculty members who are serving in partpermanently renewed position at the univer- ful, tough-minded and exceptionally fair,” time and non-tenure full-time appointments.
sity. However, this entails more
Some studies indicate that in
than just economic security.
2007 as many as 70 percent of
In the last 40 years administrations have
Tenure is a means of protecting
college and university teachers
been relying more and more on faculty
academic freedom.
were serving on such a continAcademic freedom includes
members who are serving in part-time and gent basis.”
the ability to research and
The AAUP takes these matnon-tenure full-time appointments...in
publish without censure, and
ters very seriously—in fact,
2007 as many as 70 percent of college and an on-campus AAUP chapter
to teach openly in the classuniversity teachers were serving on such a was reinitiated in 2008 in reroom. It also allows faculty to
speak frankly and openly to
sponse to the administration’s
contingent basis.
administration
concerning
Structural Review Task Force.
campus issues, encouraging
According to the AAUP, tenure
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSITY PROFESSORS
free participation in university
is for the “common good,” a
decision-making.
good that “depends upon the
These freedoms allow profree search for truth and its free
We have seen an increase in tenure track
fessors to advance knowledge
exposition” as provided by tenfaculty members since I came here in
without the threat of undue reure positions.
2001, and there are no plans to stop that.
percussions or manipulation.
Are Xavier tenure positions
“Anyone with influence
being threatened?
could try to dictate curricu“Faculty groups are keeping
lum,” Colella said. This includes ACADEMIC VICE PRESIDENT AND PROVOST
a close eye on two percentages:
donors, parents, and even larger
the percentage of credit hours
institutions. “You would be subject to out- Quinn said. “The conferring of tenure ef- being taught by tenure track and full-time
side pressures.”
fectively determines the future composition instructors and the percentage of full-time
For example, in 1996, Xavier theology of the faculty and, therewith, of Xavier’s instructors who are tenured or on the tenprofessor Dr. Paul Knitter faced intense academic life.”
ure track,” Mengel said. “When we looked
criticism from the Catholic Church for his
Sound confusing? “The process is actually at those this past year, the AAUP reported
academic work on pluralism. Among his very open and clearly defined,” said history some reason for concern.”
opponents was Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, professor Dr. David Mengel, who recently
However, Academic Vice President and
who would go on to become Pope Benedict made his trek through the tenure track. “The Provost Dr. Roger Fortin said the university
XVI.
purpose of the tenure track is to show that stands solidly behind the practice of tenure.
“Had he not had [the protection of ten- these people can continue a high quality of
“Tenure is essential to maintain and preure], the Church could have exerted pressure research and performance.”
serve the vitality of the institution,” Fortin
on both him and the university,” Colella said.
As for those who fear the fabled “lazy” said. As far as downgrading tenure positions,
Tenure gave Knitter the freedom to continue tenured professor, Mengel said it is possible, he said, “I don’t see that happening.” In fact,
to pursue the controversial subject matter but that you shouldn’t worry.
several new tenure track positions are set to
without the threat of losing his job.
“Most people [who apply for tenure] have be opened next year, partly in response to
“Only with academic freedom can knowl- spent years in graduate school and can func- the influx of students this past fall.
edge advance,” Colella said. “New knowl- tion independently and motivate themselves
Fortin conceded that the percentage of
edge is always a threat.”
to get results,” he said. “The reality is that credit hours taught by tenured faculty may
In order to bring that new knowledge to the people who are in position to get tenure have decreased. However, he pointed to an
Xavier, “tenure track” positions have to be have already been doing this work indepen- increase in “clinical faculty”—non-tenured
offered. These positions are filled with the
faculty in fields such as nursing or physical
expectation that the candidate will complete
therapy who provide unique clinical experithe seven-year process toward a full, tenured
ence to students.
position. A review happens in the third year,
Fortin insisted the university has no plans
which helps to identify whether or not a
to downgrade or undermine the state of tencandidate is qualified mid-way through the
ure at the university.
process. Finally, candidates go through the
“We have seen an increase in tenure track
application phase in the sixth year.
faculty members since I came here in 2001,
Tenure candidates apply on the basis of
and there are no plans to stop that,” Fortin
three criteria: teaching, scholarship and sersaid.
vice. At Xavier, the most emphasis is placed
“I’m optimistic,” Mengel said. “I think
on the teaching portion of the evaluation—
we need to keep looking at these numbers,
an area where student evaluations hold extra
and I think we have an administration that
weight.
is behind it.”
Finally, applications are considered by fel-

GREG SCHOLTZ

ROGER FORTIN

BY AMY WINDHORST

